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SUBJECT: UK IMPOSES ANTIDUMPING DUTIES ON STEEL BARS 
FROM SPAIN 

1 . THE UK GOVERNMENT HAS ANNOUNCED THE IMPOSITION OF A 
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STAINLESS STEEL BARS. TO OUR KNOWLEDGE THIS IS THE 
FIRST TIME THE UK HAS TAKEN THE UNUSUAL STEP OF IMPOSING 
AN ANTIDUMPING DUTY BEFORE THE FINAL DETERMINATION HAS 
BEEN MADE. THIS IS CLEARLY PART OF THE GOVERNMENT'S 
CURRENT EFFORT TO BE AS RESPONSIVE AS POSSIBLE TO 
INDUSTRY COMPLAINTS OF INADEQUATE PROTECTION FROM A 
WIDE RANGE OF IMPORTS. (SEE LONDON 13728, 16594 AND 
14199.) 

2. THERE IS SOME SPECULATION THAT THE PROVISIONAL 
SPANISH ANTIDUMPING DUTY MAY BE THE FIRST IN A SERIES 

OF SIMILAR PROTECTIVE MEASURES AGAINST IMPORTS OF CHEAP 
FOREIGN STEEL. DEPARTMENT OF TRADE UNDERSECRETARY 
MEACHER HAS ALREADY ANNOUNCED THAT THE EC COMMISSION 
HAS BEEN ASKED TO APPROACH SWEDEN AND AUSTRIA ABOUT 
THEIR IMPORTS OF LOW-COST SPECIALTY STEEL INTO THE UK. 
INDUSTRY SOURCES ARE ALSO CONCERNED ABOUT FRG TOOL 
STEEL INTO BRITAIN, BUT HAVE NOT YET OFFERRED ANY EVI- 
DENCE OF GERMAN DUMPING TO THE UK DEPARTMENT OF TRADE. 

3. THE PROVISIONAL DUTY ON SPANISH STAINLESS STEEL 
BARS APPLIES FOR 90 DAYS WHILE THE DEPARTMENT OF TRADE 
COMPLETES ITS INVESTIGATION. THE COMPLAINT FROM THE 
BRITISH INDEPENDENT STEEL PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION ALLEGES 
THAT THE MARGIN OF DUMPING IS AS HIGH AS 35 PERCENT IN 
SOME CASES. THE COMPLAINT WAS FILED AFTER INDUSTRY-TO- 
INDUSTRY TALKS WITH THE SPANISH FAILED TO MAKE SUFFIC- 
IENT PROGRESS. IMPORTS OF STAINLESS STEEL BARS FROM 

SPAIN HAVE NOW REACHED ABOUT ONE MILLION POUNDS STERLING 
PER YEAR, REPRESENTING APPROXIMATELY 1,500 TONS OF BARS. 
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